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be,  or  actually  begun,  by  the  energy  of  different  parts  of  th 
Diocese,  and  would  gladly  try  to  enlist  your  interest  and  chiefl 
your  prayers  for  each ;  but  in  the  midst  of  a  pressing  corn 
spondence,  and  many  engagements,  I  have  been  able  only  to  pi 
together  these  few  fragmentary  notices,  rather  in  order  not  t 
break  my  promise  of  writing  some  description  of  my  worl 
than  because  I  could  keep  it  fully. 

finally,  let  me  ask  you  once  more  not  to  flag  in  your  prayei 
for  us ;  the  more  unworthy  of  them  we  are,  the  more  we  net 
them. 


I  remain. 


Your  grateful  Friend  in  Christ,      j 
E.  S.  COLOMBO,  j 


December  7,   1876. 


London :  R.  Clay,  Sons,  and  Taylor,  Printers. 
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TO   THE   MEMBERS 

OF     THE 


€£j)Ion  JEissionarj)  ^Association. 


Colombo, 

St.  Andrew's  Day,  1879. 

Dear  Friends  and  Fellow-Helpers  in  Christ, 

I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  prayers  and  efforts  of  another 
year.  May  God  shower  down  His  blessing  on  you  and  yours,  and 
grant  that  we,  who  though  now  far  apart  are  linked  together  in 
prayer  and  sympathy  in  the  Way,  may  be  united  for  ever  in  praise 
and  mutual  gladness  in  the  Country. 

The  chief  event  of  the  year  for  the  Diocese  has  been,  I 
suppose,  my  Primary  Visitation,  which  was  opened  in  Colombo  on 
the  festival  of  S.S.  Philip  &  James.  It  was  a  cheering  thing  to  see 
Clergy  and  Laity  gathered  together,  and  we  all  rejoiced  at  what 
was  at  least  a  friendly  and  Christian  effort  towards  real  unity,  the 
presence  of  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society  along  with 
their  brethren.  On  that  occasion  we  set  a  number  of  Committees 
to  work,  which  will  be  found,  I  think,  to  have  done  real  work,  in 
digesting  the  results  of  experience  obtained  from  every  quarter,  and 
in  collecting  and  maturing  suggestions  as  to  the  best  way  of 
meeting  practical  difficulties  in  Education,  in  dealing  with 
Converts,  in  organizing  Church  finances,  and  the  rest.  x\mong 
these  was  one  for  promoting  the  erection  of  a  new  Cathedral,  a 
scheme  which  is  slowly  but  steadily  moving  on  towards  realization. 
We  have  an  excellent  site,  in  the  most  central  spot  of  Colombo, 
near  the  sea.  It  is  part  of  what  is  known  as  the  Old  Rifle  Parade 
Ground,  and  has  been  granted  to  us  by  the  Military  Authorities, 

Note. — This  letter  is  not  published,  and  Editors  of  Mission  periodicals 
and  others  are  particularly  requested  not  to  quote  those  parts  which  mention 
or  refer  to  individuals. 
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who  are  to  have  certain  rights  to  accommodation  for  troops  in  the 

Church  to  be  erected  upon  it.     The  "  financial  crisis  "  which  has 

been  heavily  felt  in  Ceylon,  as  well  as  the  immature  state  of  our 

plans,  has  prevented  our  opening  a  subscription  list  at  present.     I 

suppose  we  shall  venture  to  begin  when  we  have  got  ^10,000, 

building  a  small  part  first,   and   not    expecting   to   complete    a 

Cathedral   lor  less   than   ;£'25,ooo  or  ^30,000.     But   even  for 

;,^i 0,000    we  shall  have  to  look  beyond  our  own  borders,  and 

especially  to  those  who,  though  no  longer  residents  here,  have 

acquired  in  Ceylon  the  wealth  they  are  now  enjoying  in  England. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Visitation  I  delivered  a  Charge,  which  some 

of  the  members  of  the  Association  may   have   seen,  and  which 

contains  a  sort  of  survey  of  Diocesan  affairs.     This  being  so,  I 

shall  not  spend  much  of  the  present  letter  on  such  topics,  but  go 

on  to  a  few  points  of  detail,  which  are  in  some  respects  more 

interesting.     First,  however,   I   must  say  one  word  on  what  are 

unhappily  only  too  well  known   as   the  Ceylon  difficulties.       I 

cannot  say  that  these  troubles  are  at  an  end ;  on  the  contrary, 

they  are   more  serious  now  than  they  have  ever  been.     But  I 

should  like  some  of  those  who  have  grieved  over  them  to  know, 

what  I  can  say  with  confidence,  that  their  effect  in  hindering  the 

work  of  either  party,  or  the  progress  of  our  Church  as  a  whole,  has 

been  very  much  less  than  it  is  represented   to  be.     In  the  native 

Churches,    by    far    the    larger    portion    of  which    are   entirely 

unconnected  with  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  the  hindrance  is 

very  little  felt,  and  the  ill-feeling  excited  is  very  small.     There  are 

persons  whose  interest  it  is,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  the  withdrawal 

of  the  State  subsidy  from  our  Church,  to  exaggerate  the  ill-feeling 

which  exists.     The  heartiness   with  which   I   myself  have   been 

welcomed   by  the  native  Christians   of  the    Church    Missionary 

congregations  is  enough  to  prove  that  there  is  not  among  the  mass 

of  the  Laity  any  deep  sense  of  division.     When  I  was  at  Jaffna  a 

short  time  ago,  all   the  Clergy  of  that  Society  were  most  cordial, 

and  they  gathered  together,   from  their  different  parishes,  a  very 

large  congregation,  to  whom  I  preached.     On  another  occasion, 

when  I  was  travelling  down  the  Galle  road,  and  staying  for  the  night 

at  a  public  "  Rest-house,"  one  of  the  Catechists  of  that  Society — 

one,   I  think,  of  those  whose  Ordination  is  said  to  have    been 

delayed  by  my  action — came  and  begged  me  to  address  the  heathen 

in  an  adjoining  village,  a  village  where  hitherto  the  opposition  to 

our  faith  had  been  violent,  but  where  then,  by  God's  grace,  there 

were  signs  of  better  things — the  village  of  Kikaduwa,  in  the  Rev. 

J.  Allcock's  District.     I  did  so,  and  again  on  my  return  journey 
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addressed  a  large  gathering,  two  Catechists  of  the  Society  assisting 
me.     I  mention  these  instances  as  creditable  to  the  Clergy  and 
Laity  connected  with    the    Church    Missionary   Society,    and  as 
proving  that   the   evils   of  our  present  position,   great  as  those 
evils  are,  may  be  exaggerated.     Should,  which  God  forbid,  the 
Missionaries   of  that  Society  actually  separate,  as  some  now  fear 
they  will,  from  their  brother  Missionaries  and  the  rest  of  their 
brother  Clergy  and  their  Bishop,  then  the  evils  of  the  position  will 
quickly  grow  a  hundredfold,  the  hindrance  to  work  will  be  great, 
ill-will  will  inevitably  deepen  and  spread,  both  in  the  sound  part 
of  the  Church,  and  in  (what  would  then  be)  the  schismatic  body. 
But  such  a  climax  will  I  trust  be  yet  averted,  either  by  the  interven- 
tion of  our  Metropolitan,  which    I   have  asked   for,   or  by  some 
other  means.     For  myself  personally,  since   I  greatly  desire  to 
retain  the  confidence  of  the  members  of  the  Ceylon  Association, 
I  will  say  a  very  few  words.     I  would  beg  my  readers  not  to 
believe  all  they  hear  or  read,  and  to  trust  that  a  more  favourable 
construction  can  be  put  on  what  I  do  or  say  than  report  generally 
puts.     I  cannot  undertake  to  contradict   even  the  most  flagrant 
misstatements;  still  less  to  plead  for  a  different  construction  of 
admitted  facts.     My  time  would  be  almost  occupied  with  self- 
defence,  if  I  once  entered  on  such  a  course.     But  my  answer  to 
my  critics  is  this  :     Whatever  I  have  done,  whether  \\Tongly  or 
rightly,  wisely  or  unwisely,  I  have  submitted  it  to  the  judgment  of 
my  Superior,  the  Metropolitan  of  the  Province.     I  have  asked  that 
he  should  inquire  into  and  decide  on  the  spot,  at  his  ensuing 
Metropolitical  Visitation,  all  the  points  at  issue  betiueen  the  Society 
and  myself;  and  by  his  decision  I  shall  heartily  abide.     In  every 
point  I  have  been  obliged  to   act  in  the  first  instance  to  the  best 
of  my  own  judgment ;  but  in  every  point  I  have  submitted  my  own 
judgment  to  the  revision  of  my  Metropolitan.     Those  who  say  that 
my  arbitrariness,  my  extreme  views,   my  hostility  to  the   Society, 
are  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble,  must  surely  abandon  that  ground, 
if  they  are  unwilling  to  accept  appeal  to  the   Metropolitan.     If 
they  accept  that  appeal,   then  all  that  is  the  consequence  of  my 
personal  ill-will  or  extreme  views   (such  as  I  am  very  far  from 
entertaining)  may  be  expected  to  disappear.     This  is  all  I  care  to 
say  for  myself.     It  seems  to  me  that  he  may   fairly  claim  to  be 
held,  pendejite  lite,  to  be,  at  least,   doing  his  best,   who  is  ready  to 
put  his  whole  case  into  the  hands  of  the  lawful  judge. 

I  cannot  report  anywhere  any  sudden  or  striking  triumphs  of 
the  Church  ;  and  yet  there  seems  to  be  a  steady  increase  in  congre- 
gations and  conuiiunicants,  a  steady  influx,   at  an  increasing  rate. 
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of  new  converts.  Buddhism  as  a  whole  is  not  conquered  or  near  it. 
It  remains  in  the  fullest  sense  the  religion  of  the  mass  of  the 
Sinhalese.  There  is  certainly  not  a  display  of  any  such  zeal  among 
its  adherents  as  the  books  represent  in  their  description  of  early 
times  ;  but  we  have  no  means  of  knowing,  I  believe,  how  far  such 
descriptions,  with  their  multitudes  of  learned  and  devout  priests, 
their  laity  far  advanced  in  the  "  paths,"  their  enormous  donations 
and  sumptuous  buildings,  and  the  like,  are  the  product  of  the 
historians'  pious  imaginations.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
Buddhism,  with  all  its  severe  precepts,  has  always  been  very  indo- 
lently and  laxly  pursued  by  all  but  a  very  few.  There  are  now  a 
few  who  give  largely  and  erect  Dagobas,  and  a  few  who  aim  at  a 
high  standard;  while  the  mass  are  easily  contented  with  an 
occasional  offering  of  road-side  flowers,  and  occasional  attendance 
at  the  reading  of  "  bana,"  which  has  answered  its  purpose,  some  of 
them  say,  so  long  as  they  have  seen  the  priest  who  reads. 
And  I  think  it  is  most  likely  that  the  case  was  very  much  the  same, 
even  when,  with  the  patronage  of  kings  and  with  no  rival  religions 
to  keep  it  in  the  shade,  the  outward  appearance  of  Buddhism  was 
more  striking.  There  is  little  doubt  that  Buddhism  is  far  more 
vigorous  in  Ceylon  than  it  was  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  if 
the  word  "  vigorous  "  can  be  used  of  that  which  is  essentially 
sluggish,  dull,  deep-rooted,  unproductive.  At  the  present  day, 
it  is  receiving  an  impetus^  so  far  as  it  is  capable  of  "impetus," 
from  the  prestige  given  to  it  by  the  interest  taken  in  Pali  scholar 
ship  and  Buddhist  literature  in  Europe,  The  Secretary  of  an 
obscure  Society — which,  however,  for  all  the  Sinhalese  know,  ma^ 
be  a  distinguished  one — has  been  writing  it  appears  to  several 
Buddhist  priests  here,  hailing  them  as  brothers  in  the  march  of 
intellect,  and  congratulating  one  or  two  of  tliem  on  the  part  they 
took  so  nobly  against  Christianity  in  a  certain  ill-judged  but 
insignificant  "  public  controversy,"  Avhich  took  place  years  ago  in 
a  village  called  Panadure.  These  letters  the  priests  have  printed  in 
a  little  pamphlet,  along  with  some  selections  from  an  English 
book,  which  describes  some  spiritualistic  performances  of  Buddhist 
priests  in  Thibet.  The  result  is  that  on  every  side  they  are 
inquiring  about  Thibet.  It  is  supposed  to  be  the  scene  of  mag- 
nificent triumphs  of  Buddhism,  miracles  being  wrought  there  quite 
as  in  the  good  old  days.  This  nonsense  has  a  good  deal  of  effect, 
I  think,  on  the  common  people ;  while  the  more  educated,  having 
really  become  free-thinkers,  welcome  the  extravagant  encomiums 
passed  on  the  true  original  Buddhism  by  European  writers,  and 
thereby  justify  their  own  adherence  to  the  national  religion.     I 
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have  mentioned  all  this  because  the  members  of  the  Association 
can  practically  help  us  in  the  matter.     It  is,  I  fancy,  considered  a 
mark  of  culture  in  England  to    say   that    Buddhism  is  very  like 
Christianity,  if  not  almost  as  good ;  and   no  doubt  many   think 
there  can  be  no  harm  in  praising  Buddhism  in  England,  because 
no  one  there  is  in  danger   of  adopting  it.     Now   both   these   are 
errors.     Buddhism  is  not  like  Christianity  either  in  theory  or   in 
practice.     In  theory,  if  like  Christianity  at  all,  it  is  like  Christianity 
without   a  Creator,  without  an  Atoner,  without  a   Sanctifier ;  in 
practice  it  is  a  thin  veil  of  flower-offering  and  rice-giving  over  a 
very  real  and  degraded  superstition  of  astrology  and  devil-worship. 
And  it  is  also  an  error  to  suppose  that   Buddhism  can  be   safely 
praised  in  England.     All  that  comes  out  here   and   is   made   the 
most  of     Two  priests  were  induced  to  go  over  to  Lyons  (I  think 
it  was),  robes  and  all,  to  teach   Pali,  it  was   said,  to  some  French 
savans ;  but  I  am  assured  that  many  in  Colombo  believed  that 
the  French  nation,  dissatisfied  with  their  own  religion,  had  sent 
for  these  priests  to  teach  them  Buddhism.     Some  English  gentle- 
men, passing   Galle   about  five   years  ago,  visited  a  temple  in  the 
south  of  the  island,  and  held  a  long  and  most  interesting  conversa- 
tion with  the  priests  there  (of  which  conversation  I  was  allowed  to 
see  a  record  in  MS.  before  I  left  England) ;  and  it  appears  that  on 
leaving,  one  of  them  paid  a  few  compliments,  such  as  no  doubt  he 
could  very  honestly  pay,  to  the  morality   and   philosophy  of  the 
creed  he  had  been  discussing.     These,  as  I  have  lately  learnt,  were 
printed  and  circulated  in  a  small   pamphlet,  in  which  it  was  repre- 
sented  that    some   English   gentlemen  had  come  on  purpose  to 
inquire  whether  Buddhism  or  Christianity  were  the  better  religion ; 
and  had  gone  away  convinced  in  favour  of  Buddhism,     So  at  least  I 
was  informed  by  a  very  intelligent  Churchman  in  those  parts,  who 
had  himself  been  present  at  the  interview,  and  had  himself  taken 
part  in  issuing  a  refutation  of  the  statement. 

Meanwhile,  individually,  one  after  another  is  convinced  of 
the  hopelessness  of  Buddhism,  and  joins  the  Christian  Church ; 
and  of  cases  which  have  come  under  my  notice  I  can  speak  very 
hopefully.  I  have  been  several  times  asked  about  those  whom  I 
have  mentioned  in  former  letters.  Among  these  Michael,  a  lad 
converted  by  Mr.  Marks,  at  Buona  Vista,  who  lived  some  time 
with  me,  but  gave  us  some  anxiety  by  insisting  on  returning  home, 
is  now  going  on  very  well.  He  has  been  all  this  year  at  the 
Training  College  at  Kandy,  and  will  make  a  good  schoolmaster. 
Andrew,  who  was  living  with  me  at  the  same  time,  is  still  at  the 
Mission   Home  at   Kalutara,   and   is   all   that   we   could    wish. 
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Nathaniel  left  us,  and  we  have  never  been  able  to  get  hold  of  him 
again.  I  have  heard  of  him  from  time  to  time,  and  I  have  good 
hope  that  he  has  not  given  up  his  faith,  though  I  fear  he  has 
shrunk  from  the  strictness  of  Christian  life.  I  thought  I  had 
found  him  out  when  I  was  lately  in  Kandy,  and  walked  some 
twelve  miles  in  search  of  him,  but  in  vain.  He  is,  however, 
known  to  Him  who  knows  His  sheep,  and  we  must  trust  that  in 
God's  good  time  our  fears  about  him  may  be  set  at  rest.  I  have 
been  several  times  asked  about  "  the  little  boy  who  ran  away 
from  Tangalla  to  Colombo,  and  presented  himself  at  my  door  one 
Christmas  Eve."  He  is  now  a  tall  boy,  but  very  timid,  and  I 
think  rather  weak-minded.  He  attended  my  school  while  I  was 
at  Tangalla  in  June  last,  but  the  least  thing  would  keep  him  away. 
One  day  he  could  not  come  because  on  the  way  to  school  some 
elder  boys  had  knocked  him  down  and  had  taken  away  his  books 
and  his  comb.  I  need  not  say  to  those  who  have  read  some 
earlier  letters,  that  without  a  comb  he  could  not  come  abroad  !  I 
am  not  without  hopes  of  him,  for,  as  far  as  I  could  gather,  he  was 
living  well  and  like  a  Christian.  I  could  not,  however,  then  admit 
him  to  confirmation,  though  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be  confirmed 
soon. 

The  Archdeacon's  Schools  in  Kandy,  and  Mr,  Lyle's  Mission 
at  Weligama,  have  been  remarkably  fruitful  in  converts  for  the 
time,  while  other  older  parts  of  the  work  seem  also  to  be  blessed. 
Among  those  who  are  still  wavering  on  the  borders  of  the  Church, 
I  will  mention  one  young  man  of  wealth  and  rank, — he  will  be,  in 
fact,  the  most  influential  native,  by  far,  in  his  Province, — who 
has  put  himself  under  Mr.  Lyle's  instruction  for  Baptism.  He  is 
intelligent  and  well  educated,  and  his  conversion  cannot  fail 
greatly  to  strengthen  the  Church  in  that  part  of  the  island.  I 
ask  the  prayers  of  the  Association  for  him. 

I  must  not  forget  to  answer  another  inquiry,  that  about  the 
people  whose  superstition  about  "  Stone-throwing  "  I  described  in 
a  MS.  letter.  I  have  never  altogether  lost  sight  of  them ;  indeed 
one  of  the  family,  being  my  washerman,  comes  constantly  to  my 
house.  But  there  is  nothing  very  favourable  to  report.  The  stone- 
throwing  has  indeed  ceased,  and  the  haunted  house  is  now 
inhabited  without  fear ;  the  rice  is  cooked  in  safety,  and  earrings 
are  no  longer  torn  by  unseen  (though  their  own)  hands  from  the 
maidens'  ears.  They  are  very  grateful  to  Mr.  de  Silva  and  me  for 
saving  them  from  this  folly";  in  fact  we  have  saved  them  their 
house,  but  their  apathy  towards  Christianity  is  still  too  great  to 
allow  of  the  younger  ones  being  baptised  or  the  elders  confirmed. 
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The  two  young  women  have  indeed  been  a  few  times  to  Church, 
and  submitted  to  a  Httle  instruction,  but  as  they  could  not  be  got 
to  undertake  any  Christian  duties,  or  to  renounce  superstitious 
practices  altogether,  they  cannot  be  baptised.  The  Missionary  has 
to  contend,  in  these  cases,  with  utter  apathy  towards  all  but  the 
most  obvious  bodily  needs ;  and  the  people  regard  the  require- 
ment that  they  should  forswear  superstitious  ceremonies,  even  in 
illness,  much  as  we  should  regard  a  requirement  that  we  should 
promise  never  to  call  in  a  doctor.  Still  there  can  be  no  doubt  the 
condition,  physical  and  moral  and  intellectual,  of  that  family  has 
been  improved,  and  they  are  aware  of  it.  Mr.  de  Silva  is  not 
aware  that  they  have  now  any  ceremonies  in  their  house,  but  they 
took  part  lately  with  their  neighbours  in  a  sort  of  public  rite  of 
propitiation  to  a  certain  demon  or  spirit. 

We  have  to  thank  many  kind  friends  both  for  subscriptions 
(which  I  hope  will  be  found  acknowledged  on  the  outside  of  this) 
and  for  gifts  to  various  churches.  These  gifts  towards  the  adorn- 
ment and  furniture  of  the  church  in  poor  places  have  a  great  value. 
To  the  people,  who  could  not  afford  them  and  would  never  think 
of  them,  they  teach  a  lesson  of  reverence  and  love  ;  to  the  mis- 
sionary, cut  off  from  the  cheerful  and  beautiful  services  of  home, 
they  bring  a  most  grateful  sense  of  the  Communion  of  Saints. 
When  he  is  downhearted  at  the  small  congregation  and  unintelli- 
gent worship  of  his  lonely  outpost,  the  very  embroidery  upon  his 
altar  reminds  him  of  the  many  hours  during  which  his  Church  has 
been  in  the  mind,  and  therefore  in  the  prayers,  of  faithful  labourers 
at  home.  Many  a  lesson  is  taught  in  this  way.  Among  many 
valuable  things  which  have  lately  come  out  to  us  from  Sisters  to 
whom  we  have  been  much  indebted,  is  a  beautiful  banner  for 
funerals.  It  was  asked  for  by  the  Sinhalese  congregation  of  Holy 
Emmanuel,  Morotuwa,  and  will  help,  I  am  sure,  to  guide  the  native 
church  to  the  right  way  of  thinking  of  death  and  burial.  Its  rich- 
ness and  beauty  is  a  lesson  of  reverence  and  of  giving  one's  best 
to  God,  which  needs  teaching ;  its  bright  though  appropriate  colour, 
violet  and  white,  teaches  the  Christian's  cheerful  view  of  death. 
It  bears  a  large  cross  on  each  side,  and  the  text,  "  I  am  the  resur- 
rection and  the  life  "  in  Sinhalese  is  beautifully  worked  above  the 
cross  on  one  side.  This  is  a  contribution  to  the  end  which  we  are 
aiming  at  in  the  consecration  and  beautifying  of  cemeteries,  and 
improvement  of  the  customs  of  burial,  throughout  the  island. 
Other  such  banners,  palls,  and  the  like,  would  be  very  welcome. 

In   regard    to   the   items    of  expenditure   of  which    I    have 
already  given  account,  there   is   one  in    particular  which  needs 
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explanation,  the  large  item  of  loooR.  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  on 
St.  James's,  Kotahena.  That  Church  was  my  first  venture  after 
my  arrival,  and  the  expenditure  was  far  greater  than  the 
subscriptions  covered;  I  charged  the  Special  Fund  with  a 
contribution  of  500R.  towards  it,  and  when  I  found  that  after  all 
was  completed  there  was  still  a  large  deficit,  I  had  no  course  but 
to  come  to  the  Fund  again.  I  am  not  sure  that  your  money 
could  be  better  spent.  The  Church  has  been  a  great  help  to 
missionary  work  among  the  poor  Tamils  ;  it  is  well  attended,  and 
the  congregation  do  their  utmost  to  adorn  and  support  it,  while 
the  services  are  very  reverently  and  faithfully  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  C.  David.  The  item  of  50R.  towards  a  stained  window  there 
was  to  meet  an  equal  sum  from  one  of  the  congregation,  who  has 
since  departed.  The  congregation  have  raised  30R.  towards  silver 
altar  vessels  ;  when  they  have  got  50R.,  I  am  to  give  50R.  from  the 
Fund  to  meet  it.  Kurena  has  been  supplied  in  this  way  with 
very  plain  silver  vessels,  the  flagon  being  of  glass,  mounted  with 
silver.  Kurena  Church,  by  the  way,  to  which  the  Fund  has 
contributed  a  good  deal,  is  nearly  finished.  On  the  site  purchased 
by  the  Fund  for  Weligama,  a  church  is  begun,  and  the  chancel, 
which  is  all  that  Mr.  Lyle  attempts  at  present,  is  nearly  finished. 
I  am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  give  a  good  account  of  Ratnapure 
Church,  to  which  the  Fund  contributed  last  year.  It  is  not  yet 
finished.  The  people  have  been  very  backward,  and  I  hardly  like 
to  help  them  any  more  until  they  help  themselves.  Divine 
Service  has  been  held  in  the  building,  but  it  is  not  nearly  fit  for 
consecration. 

The  Associates  will  wish  to  hear  more  of  Navatcuda,  which 
appears  in  this  account  as  only  receiving  50R.,  but  which  will 
receive  soon  the  whole  of  the  money  which  has  been  contributed 
in  England,  and  not  sent  out  to  me.  I  visited  Batticaloa  in 
September  last,  and,  in  order  to  see  what  sincerity  there  was  in 
the  religion  of  the  Navatcud-a  people,  sent  for  as  many  of  them  as 
would  come  over  (two  or  three  miles)  to  see  me.  Some  twenty 
men  came  and  a  few  boys.  I  examined  them,  in  faith  and 
practice,  and  inquired  into  the  history  of  their  persecution  by  their 
neighbours,  and  the  way  they  had  met  it.  I  found  a  tolerable 
knowledge  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  Creed,  and  the  substance  of 
the  Commandments  ;  and  was  convinced  that  they  all  recognised 
and  most  practised  the  duties  of  private  and  family  prayer.  The 
annoyance  they  had  received  from  the  neighbours  of  higher  caste, 
under  the  pretext  that  since  embracing  Christianity  they  had 
neglected  some  duties  which  by  caste  rule  they  owed  to  these 


FROM  THE  BISHOP  OF  COLOMBO.  1 1 

neighbours,  seemed  to  have  been  very  considerable.  They  were 
very  well  acquainted  with  the  Christian  principle  of  not  resisting 
evil,  and  professed  to  have  been  most  careful  to  refuse  nothing 
except  what  was  connected  with  the  heathen  temple  and  with 
heathen  burials.  It  was  much  to  the  credit  of  the  Rev.  D. 
Somanader  that  they  knew  the  texts  bearing  on  the  duty  of 
yielding,  loving  enemies,  and  the  like ;  though  they  knew  little 
else.  I  think  the  truth  is  that  the  (supposed)  duty  of  carrying 
materials  to  the  temple  and  of  assisting  at  funerals  was  the  chief 
of  their  caste  duties,  and  that  the  desire  of  escaping  these  may 
possibly  have  contributed  to  their  conversion ;  and  that  there  is 
thus  a  shadow  of  truth  in  their  persecutors'  pretext  However,  I 
told  them  that  people  who  were  trying,  as  they  were,  to  live  as 
Christians,  and  who  had  learnt  so  much  of  Christianity,  deserved 
a  Church,  and  I  would  come  the  next  day  and  start  one.  The 
next  day  I  went,  with  the  Rev.  D.  Somanader,  to  the  place.  It  is 
a  very  small  area,  by  the  lake  side,  planted  with  cocoanuts.  I 
suppose  not  half  a  mile  square.  The  villagers  number  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty,  but  a  great  many  of  them  had  been  driven  away 
by  the  persecutions.  About  sixty  were  present.  Of  the  houses,  all  of 
wood  and  thatch  (cocoanut) — what  are  called  "  cadjan  "  huts — a  good 
many  had  been  battered  down ;  the  headman's  hut,  in  particular, 
was  a  sad  ruin.  The  loss  of  a  house  is  not  what  it  would  be  to  an 
English  peasant,  but  it  is  discouraging,  to  say  the  least.  After 
explaining  our  purpose  and  offering  a  few  prayers,  Mr.  Somanader 
and  I  ourselves  marked  out  with  four  sticks  and  a  string — after 
the  immemorial  custom  of  "  our  Aryan  forefathers  " — the 
boundaries  of  a  small  chancel,  and  left  two  or  three  men  to  dig  a 
corner  of  the  foundation,  while  we  had  service  in  the  shed,  which 
has  served  as  a  Church  hitherto.  I  baptized,  I  think,  seven 
children.  After  service  I  laid  a  few  bricks  in  the  foundation,  and 
gave  the  people  some  advice  as  to  carrying  on  the  work,  for  which 
they  had  collected  some  materials.  A  tiny  chancel  is  all  that  will 
be  built  (of  solid  materials)  at  present ;  the  congregation  will  be 
sheltered,  as  before,  by  a  "  cadjan  "  (or  plaited  cocoa  nut  leaf) 
roof.  The  chancel  will  be  solid,  and  thoroughly  well  though 
plainly  fitted  ;  and  this  will  cost,  I  suppose,  the  whole,  or  a 
little  more  than  the  whole  of  the  £^o  or  ;£6o  which  I  have  got. 
My  Chaplain,  Mr.  de  Winton,  is  now  at  Batticaloa  for  a  time, 
seeing  to  the  opening  of  the  new  Church  in  the  town  (for  which 
I  mean  to  draw  rather  largely  on  the  Fund),  and  he  will  have 
opportunity  of  speeding  the  work  at  Navatcuda.  My  readers  will 
see  that  the  latter  is  on  a  very  small  scale,  but  I  think  it  is  genuine. 
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I  had  meant  to  have  touched  on  many  other  points  and 
places,  but  I  have  exceeded  already  the  bounds  of  one  letter,  and 
I  must  close  abruptly,  with  the  hope  of  issuing,  perhaps,  a  second 
letter  to  supplement  this. 

I  should  like  to  end  with  the  same  words  with  which  I  ended 
my  letter  last  year.  "  Knowing  my  own  littleness,  I  am  the  more 
earnest  to  implore  you  with  the  tenderness  of  brotherly  love  to 
remember  me  in  your  prayers,  that  I  may  be  delivered  from  the 
snare  of  the  fowler.  *  *  *  And  '  that  the  word  of  God  may 
have  free  course  and  be  glorified.'  Pray,  with  a  sense  of  pity  for 
their  need,  for  those  who  are  yet  Pagans,  that  God  and  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  *  Who  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved  and  to  come 
unto  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,'  may  turn  their  hearts  to  the 
Catholic  faith,  that  they  may  recover  themselves  from  the  wiles  of 
the  devil,  by  which  they  are  held  captive,  and  be  numbered  with 
the  children  of  the  Church,  Our  Holy  Mother.  *  *  *  Deal, 
therefore,  so  with  my  request,  that  your  crowns  of  reward  may 
grow  bright  and  increase  in  the  angels'  court  above,  and  as  the 
communion  of  your  love  shall  flourish  and  advance  in  Christ,  may 
the  Almighty  Creator  keep  and  preserve  it  ever  more." 

I  remain, 

Your  grateful  Servant  in  Christ, 

R.    S.    COLOMBO. 
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BISHOP  OF  COLOMBO'S  SPECIAL  FUND. 


Account  of  Slims  received  from   Eftgland  and  Spent  in 
between  July,  i8y8,  and  July,  187Q. 


Ceylo7i 


RECEIPTS. 

Rs.  cts. 

Accounted  for  in  last  year's 
list,  and  received  in  Cey- 
lon in  Oct.  and  Nov.  1878, 
/■1780S.  iid 2189-13 

Bishop  Chapman  (the  late), 
for  St.  Thomas's  College, 
£2.0 ^..     240*00 

Per    Treasurer,    S.P.G.—     ^ 
Rev.  T.  Chamberlain,  £t^  ;  | 
Offertories,  Marsh  Gibbon,  | 
£\\    OS.     Id.  ;    S.    Giles,  \    ^q^.. 
Oxford,   ;^5  ;   All  Saints',  [    ^      ^ 
Dublin,   £\  ',     S.   John's, 
Notting     Hill,    ;^i     IS.     I 
R.  S.  Cocks,  Esq.,  £\  is.  J 

F.    S.  Copleston,  Esq.,  for 

Kurena iio'oo 

Vicar  of  East  Grinstead,  for 

Buona  Vista 81 '22 

Miss  Wilson,  for  Ratnapura, 
;i^5 6o-oo 

2986  "40 


EXPENDITURE. 

Rs.  cts. 
Paid  Warden  St.    Thomas's 

College 240*00 

Cost  of  Matara  Harmonium  I90'50 
Paid  debt  due  on  St.  James's, 

Kotahena 1000*00 

Towards  Window  in  ditto...  50*00 
Salary  of  Schoolmistress,  do.  180*00 
Grant  for  Religious  Instruc- 
tion in  three  Schools  79 'GO 

Negombo  Church    150*00 

Kurena  Church    iio*oo 

Navatcuda  Church  50*00 

Michael's  Fees   at   Training 

College 30*00 

P.  Munamelle  at  BaduUa   ...  70*00 

Kalutara  Mission 125*00 

Ratnapura  Mission 123*87 


Balance  in  hand  at  Ceylon     588.03 


2986*40 


FURTHER    SUMS  now  in  HAND    for    EXPENDITURE, 
Received  in  England  before  July,    1879. 


£   s.   d. 

Offertory  St.  John'sCollege  500 
,,       All  Saints, 

Edmonton    5     i     6 

E.  L.  Palmer,  Esq !     I     o 

G.  Robinson,  Esq 500 

Mrs.  Robinson    5     o    o 

Subscriptions  &  Donations 
paid  through  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Edmonton 
Branch  Association  : — 

Rev.  S.  Clarke    026 

Miss  Cobham I   ic     o 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Copleston    ..  600 

Rev.  W.  C.  Copleston  ...  o    5     o 

Miss  Boone 026 

Mrs.  Ferrier    500 

Hon.  Louisa  Fremantle...  o  10     o 

Miss  Freeman 100 

Mrs.  W.  J.  Harris o  10     o 

M.  Hornidge,  Esq 050 

Miss  Hunter    o     5     o 

Mrs.  Jeaffreson    2     o    o 

Miss  F.  Patteson o  10    o 

Mrs.  Rawnsley    I     I     o 

Miss  Rivington    o     5     o 

Mrs.  A.  Smith    026 

Miss  A.  Smith    o     2     6 

Miss  C.  Smith 020 

Miss  Spooner o     2     o 

Miss  Tyser  o    2     o 

Miss  Walter    o  10    o 

Miss  Warren  (the  late)  ...  i     i     o 

Miss  Watson  050 


£    s.    d. 

F.  Withers,  Esq i     i     o 

Special     for      Navatcuda 

Church  : — 

H.  B.  Alexander,  Esq....  200 

Mrs.  J.  Beale-Browne    ...  2     o    o 

Mrs.  Bland 026 

E.  Booker,  Esq 220 

Rev.  H.  D.  de  Brisay    ...  i     o     o 

Rev.  I.  G.  Copleston    ...  i     o    o 

Miss  Copleston(Sidmouth)  10     o     o 

Miss  C.  Copleston 100 

Miss  H.  Copleston i     o    o 

Miss  L.  C.  Copleston 100 

Miss  H.  C.  Copleston    ...  o  10    o 

Miss  S .  Copleston o  17    o 

Jane  Cooper    070 

Mrs.  Crowdy  o     5     o 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erskine    ...  i     o     o 

Hon.  Louisa  Fremantle...  o  10    o 

Miss  Hillersdon  o  10    o 

Miss  S.  Hillersdon 100 

Miss  Hornidge    i     i     o 

By  Miss  G.  Hornidge    ...  o  10    O 

Mrs.  Mackmurdo    i     o    o 

Miss  Rivington   050 

Miss  Shergold i     o    O 

R.  B.  Smith,  Esq 500 

Teddington  Guild 4    o    o 

Teddington,  Two  Friends  076 

Mrs.  Toogood 100 

Mrs.  Weston   4     o     o 

Rev.  B.  Whitelock o  10    6 

Hon.  E.  B.  Wrottesley...  o  10    o 
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